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so painful that the animal cannot stand to suckle, there is a rapid loss of flesh and death is not long delayed.
The navel also often shows a discharge which accounts for the term navel-ill. The navel stump is found to be moist and dripping a blood-stained liquid which may contain pus. When the infection becomes general throughout the body of the foal, pneumonia often develops. This is serious and usually causes death. The swollen joints, fever, inflamed and dripping navel would be relatively certain to indicate joint-ill.
Treatment
The chances for the recovery of a foal affected with joint-ill are not the best. When recovery does take place, the foal is often so badly deformed as to be valueless. Foals that develop the disease very soon after birth usually die.
Drugs are of little use in the treatment of joint-ill. Good nursing is helpful, but it is doubtful whether this alone is sufficient. Vaccination of foals within twenty-four hours after they are born has been tried with varying success. Immune serums have also been advocated. Either or both of these methods may be further perfected until they are entirely satisfactory in preventing the development of the disease, but until such time many foals may be saved by prompt and careful disinfection of the navel. This, of course, will not prevent the infection which takes place before the animal is born. It should be remembered that a mare carrying the disease in her body is a constant source of infection to the new-born foal, and for this reason should not be used for breeding purposes.
FORA'GE POISONING
The term forage poisoning is so carelessly used that many farmers have the mistaken idea that the disease is always associated with moldy hay, grain or silage and, as a result, the death of horses unaccountable to any other cause is often